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The leaves of green have changed and 

the brilliant colors of yellow, red, and or-

ange can be seen all around us! The famil-

iar sounds of rustling and crunching leaves 

remind us that Fall has arrived. Our staff 

and students have settled into the 2024-

2025 school year. Thank you for partnering 

with us on our nineth September as a 

school community!  

September is a time for reviewing expecta-

tions, routines, and for building our school 

community. This year we hosted our first 

Leadership Academy. Each day for 9 days, 

children at Parkside explored learning dif-

ferent leadership skills and skills for interact-

ing successfully with others. We also had 

our annual Color Days which were a time 

to review the Zones of Regulation and con-

tinue building our skills for self-regulation.  

Each fall we spend time determining our 

students’ areas of strength and areas for 

growth to enable us to plan for each child 

at their current level of achievement. 

Classroom teachers are completing forma-

tive assessments to guide their planning to 

ensure that instruction and learning are 

targeted to best address each student’s 

individual needs. Parkside teachers are 

engaged in continual learning and im-

provement to ensure that we are providing 

the best learning for each child. Montessori 

materials have come out, creating a busy 

and exciting learning environment at 

Parkside! If you have questions about your 

child’s learning or classroom activities, 

please reach out to a member of our 

team.  

The children of Parkside also put together a 

beautiful art display to honor the National 

Day for Truth and Reconciliation. Many 

Parkside families were able to come to the 

school and complete an “Art Walk” and 

view the artwork. Each classroom has 

spent time this month talking about the role 

that we all play and our school efforts to 

support truth and reconciliation.  

Coming up in October we will have our an-

nual Fall Read-A-Thon. This fundraiser has 

100% of funds collected going to the chil-

dren of Parkside. Funds are used for school 

purchases such as sporting events, school 

fun days, and special presentations (i.e., 

Telus World of Science Presentations, Alberta 

Musical Theatre Company, author, artist, 

musician visits, artist in residence, etc.), Prac-

tical Life materials and activities, M.A.L.T. 

materials, special craft and art materials, 

specialized PE equipment, student choice 

Library books, field trips, etc.) Student pack-

ages will come out the second week of Oc-

tober. We are looking forward to focusing on 

our reading and fundraising at the same 

time!  

It is important to us that we engage mean-

ingfully with parents. Our School Council is 

one way that you can participate in offering 

feedback and learning about our school. 

Meetings are the first Monday of the month 

at 6:00 pm at Parkside. Another way that 

you can be involved in our school communi-

ty is by participating in the Fundraising Guild. 

The Fundraising Guild also meets the first 

Monday of the month at 7:15. Thank you to 

the executive of both the School Council 

and The Fundraising Guild of Parkside Mon-

tessori for supporting our students and school 

community in their roles.  

During this time of Thanksgiving, we continue 

to be grateful for the joys we find in watch-

ing children learn and grow each day, our 

collaborative school community that works 

together for student success, and the sup-

port of our parent community. Wishing all our 

Parkside Families a safe and healthy Thanks-

giving season!  

-Miss Corrine & Miss Terra 
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On the Calendar... 

MONTESS ORI  NEWS  

Multi-activity Learning Time, MALT  is a special time that students from Parkside Montessori engage in extending 

our curricular learning to areas of specific passion.  We partner with our school community to offer students sessions 

in a variety of subject areas.  Examples of M.A.L.T. morning or afternoon activities may include, painting, music, dra-

ma, construction, baking, sewing, nature walks, and different physical activities and much more! Our first MALT after-

noon of the 2024-2025 school year is on Wednesday, Oct. 23rd. We would love it if you would consider being a ses-

sion leader or session helper! Forms were sent home Oct. 3rd looking for volunteers. Please contact the school office 

if you have any questions about this.   
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School Council & Fundraising Guild 

School Council of Parkside Montessori 

meets on the first Monday of every month 

at 6pm in the school library.  

All parents of Parkside Montessori students are 

welcome. School Council is a great way to get 

involved as a new or returning family. We work 

together to make sure everyone feels wel-

come & supported. Council meets on the first 

Monday of each month from October to June.   

HERE is the link to the School Council section of 

our Parkside Montessori webpage. 

Meet our 2024-2025 School Council Executive!  

(pictured right) 

Keedra Wilkinson, Chair 

Desiree Miguel, Secretary 

Vacant Position, Vice-Chair 

 

Meet our 2024-2025 Fundraising Guild of 

Parkside Montessori Board  

(pictured  left) 

Blythe Mahaney, Director 

Keedra Wilkinson, Secretary-Treasurer 

Brenda Yeates, President 

Desiree Miguel, Vice President 

Danielle Harvey, Director 

Regular meetings of the Board for the Fundraising Guild of Parkside Montessori are on the first Monday of 

every month at 7:15 pm in the school Library (& Zoom, email for link).  If you’d like to learn more about our 

operations or how to get involved please feel free to join us. If you’re interested in short-term volunteer op-

portunities, have suggestions for fundraisers or have any other feedback, we invite you to email us at: 

theguild.pm@gmail.com 

Parkside Montessori School Council Mission Statement: 

Parkside Montessori School Council seeks to support the social, emotional, and academic well-being of our students 

in partnership with parents and our school staff. As representative, we aim to engage our diverse school community 

and support initiatives that reflect their unique perspectives. 

https://parksidemontessori.gppsd.ab.ca/our-parents-students/get-involved/school-council-meetings-and-contact-info


V OLUME 9,  ISS UE 2  Page 4 

Casa dei Bambini, Preschool & Kindergarten 

Happy Fall and Welcome to October!  

Casa dei Bambini classes enjoyed a busy and 

wonderful September getting to know one an-

other, building and strengthening our relation-

ships and setting important routines and expec-

tations for this school year.  We spent time talk-

ing about the Zones of Regulation and our feel-

ings - practicing identifying how we feel and 

naming our feelings towards self-awareness and 

to communicate and share our feelings with 

others.  We also brainstormed ideas on ways to 

calm down and feel better to get back into the 

Green Zone.  

Our students have been learning and working 

purposefully, taking important Montessori prac-

tices to heart such as how to use and roll up a 

mat, how to carry and properly handle materi-

als, how to walk in a line, and how to treat one 

another with grace and courtesy.  We will focus 

on these and other foundational skills towards 

normalization throughout the school year.   

We are so glad it’s October and have lots of 

exciting and engaging work ahead of us.  We 

hope to take full advantage of this beautiful 

season and explore apples and the falling 

leaves.  We plan on getting outdoors lots to ob-

serve the changes in the season firsthand.  We 

also hope to bring the outdoors into our class-

rooms for further study, continued hands-on 

learning and to inspire us in the work we do.  We 

look forward to all of the wonders and curiosities 

that autumn will bring for our students and can’t 

wait to see where this will lead their learning. 

We will also spend time in the Practical Life 

room this month baking, preparing food to 

share, building independence, and spending 

time intentionally growing our sense of commu-

nity in these ways.  We look forward to many 

apple-cinnamon scented days ahead!           

It’s going to be a fun, learning-filled month at 

Parkside! 

-Miss Laura & Miss Trisha 
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Lower Elementary, Gr. 1, 2, 3 
Hello from the ELMO123 Team, 

The first month has flown by. It is hard to believe that it is 

already October. We have had many exciting learning 

opportunities, and we have many more to come this 

month. 

We spent a great deal of time in September working 

towards normalization of our classrooms. In Montessori 

education, this term refers to the creation of a respect-

ful and joyful learning environment where students 

complete activities with full concentration and inde-

pendence. This is an important step in the development 

of a safe and caring classroom, where each child can 

feel successful working at their own pace. 

One way that we helped to foster normalization within 

the classroom was through our daily Social Emotional 

Learning and Zones of Regulation. Through Social Emo-

tional Learning, students learned the importance of 

skills such as leadership, perseverance, and coopera-

tion. Through the Zones of Regulation, students learned 

about the four zones and created a toolbox for getting 

to and remaining in the Green Zone. These lessons will 

continue throughout the year as needed by each indi-

vidual classroom. 

Another Important part of our Lower Elementary Mon-

tessori curriculum is The Five Great Lessons. These lessons 

are designed to awaken the students’ curiosity and im-

agination. These broad lessons are told at the begin-

ning of the year before students are introduced to 

more specific areas of study. These lessons include The 

First Great Lesson - Coming of the Universe and the 

Earth, The Second Great Lesson - Coming of Life, The 

Third Great Lesson - Coming of Human Beings, The 

Fourth Great Lesson - Communication in Signs, The Fifth 

Great Lesson - The Story of Numbers. All ELMO 123 clas-

ses have introduced the First & Second Great Lessons. 

The students will be listening to the remaining lessons in 

the coming weeks. 

The weather can change quite drastically throughout 

the day. It is a good idea to ensure that students are 

dressed in layers that they can easily add or remove if 

necessary. Mr. Monty will also be taking students out-

side for Physical Education on occasion. If students 

wear Crocs, sandals or rubber boots it is a good idea to 

have them bring an extra pair of outdoor shoes for 

gym. 

- Miss Julianne, Mr. Josh, Miss Karissa, Miss Melissa & Miss Shalini 
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Upper Elementary, Gr. 4, 5, 6 
Hello 456 Families, 

We are making new connections and strengthening 

existing ones as students settle into the four sections of 

Upper ELMO. Normalization, becoming independent 

with the routines and expectations of our classrooms, 

has been the primary focus as we start the year to-

gether. Complete normalization is our ultimate goal - 

students who are continually challenged to uphold 

the positive and respectful expectations we have set 

for work block, lunch, recess, and other learning times 

throughout our day. When students demonstrate that 

they are ready, all four homeroom teachers are excit-

ed to plan purposeful collaboration to happen so that 

students from various classrooms have the chance to 

work together in the 456 hallway! 

In Language, we have begun looping various forms of 

writing throughout the week and will continue this all 

year instead of doing separate "units" of writing. Stu-

dents will be able to build on their writing skills in all 

areas throughout the year and find specific types of 

writing to be their favourite – whether it be poetry, 

letter-writing, narratives, or functional writing tasks, we 

are excited to see what our authors create this year! 

Students will go through the writing process of plan, 

draft, revise, edit and publish many times this year and 

have already given pieces of their writing to their 

teachers to guide instruction! Regular library visits and 

use begin in October as guided reading groups and 

individual novel studies are beginning.  

In Math, we have started the year with a review of 

place value and strategies for the four operations; 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division. This 

work continues all year as students move from using 

concrete Montessori materials to more abstract pencil 

and paper algorithms. In October we will expand stu-

dent knowledge of number as they connect the deci-

mal place value system to fractions and ratios, de-

pending on their grade level. Our Grade 4 students 

have been exploring the clock and telling time. Be 

sure to quiz them and practice in your morning and 

evening routines. 

For French, students are learning the basics. From 

numbers, colours, greetings and calendar - les élèves 

font très bien! (The students are doing well!). In Art, the 

theme has been drawing and soon we will explore 

other mediums such as watercolour an oil pastel. Mu-

sic has focused on beat and rhythm; students will soon 

explore notation as they prepare for instrument work 

later this year! 

This year for Science and Social Studies each 

ELMO456 teacher is responsible for their homeroom 

class. Miss Desiree, Miss Jackie, Miss Stefanie, and Miss 

Kristen get to have time every week to collaborate 

on planning and preparing engaging activities for 

Science and Social Studies topics. All students are 

starting with "Matter" in Science. Grade 4 and 5 will 

focus on Canadian history in Social Studies and 

Grade 6 will dive into democracy!  

 It has been a wonderful start to the year, and we are 

looking forward to some Fall and Halloween-themed 

fun in the month ahead!  

-Miss Desiree, Miss Jackie, Miss Kristen, & Miss Stefanie 
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Community Programming 

Click HERE to view the full edition of the Caregiver Education Team Newsletter.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RkMxuso567SMUTe95hRSxyrcsEoPnHM-/view
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Community Programming 
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Parkside Montessori 

Corrine Shmyruk, Principal 

Terra Shewchuk, Vice Principal 
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