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We are headed into the final stretch of our eighth successful year of learning and adventure at 

Parkside Montessori.  We are proud of the work of our students and teachers during the 2023-2024 

school year.  As the results of our Division and Provincial Assurance Surveys affirm, the students, 

parents, and teachers of Parkside are very satisfied with our school community.   We are grateful to 

be part of a supportive team of students, parents, and staff working together with the common 

focus of creating the best learning experience that we can for the children of Parkside Montessori.   

As we reflect on our time together this year it is important that we remember we have many things 

to celebrate including a wide variety of engaging learning for our students.  Together in the 2023-

2024 school year we were able to do many things!  Highlights include:    

• Annual GPPSD Fun Run 

• PAX Kid of the Day in each classroom 

• Celebration of the International Day of 

Peace 

• Social Emotional Learning Play Day 

• Fall Read-a-Thon 

• Montessori Parent Night 

• End of the Rainbow Family Dance 

• Student performance of Cinderella 

• Alberta Musical Theater Cinderella 

• STEM coding robotics 

• Full school pumpkin carving/decorating 

• Halloween Costume Parade 

• Christmas events and activities 

• Brunch for Lunch 

• Family Winter Fair 

• School Spirit Days 

• Tons of outdoor PE fun! 

• Remembrance Day Assembly and Family 

Wall of Honour 

• Spring Concerts 

• Playground Opening 

• Resumed visits with our Grand Buddies at 

the GP Care Center 

• Creation of our StudentsAdvisory 

• Gr. 6  Walk Through the Forest field trip 

• School Patrollers 

 

• Various theme days 

 Colour Days 

 Wacky Hair Day 

 Beach Day 

 Star Wars Day 

 Pink Shirt Day 

 Sunglasses Day 

 Anything But a Backpack Day 

• 3D Charity Ball Hockey & Soccer Tour-

nament 

• Engaged School Council & Fundraising 

Guild supporting our school 

• Student projects, presentations, and 

individual milestones celebrated 

• Literacy Week 

• Community Kindness Week 

• Third Annual Egg Hunt 

• Gr. 5/6 Division Athletic opportunities 

(Triple Ball, Basketball, Track & Field) 

• M.A.L.T. Days 

• Celebrations of Learning 

• Orange Shirt Day 

• Various cultural learning and celebra-

tions 

• Lower Elementary Dino Museum field 

trip 

• PAX’s Den 

• Student leadership opportunities 

As our year winds down, we will continue with fun and engaging learning opportunities for our 

students.  We are looking forward to a strong finish to our school year!  Wishing your family a 

wonderful June and relaxing summer season!   

-Miss Corrine & Miss Terra 
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On the Calendar... 

MONTESS ORI  NEWS  

Our Lost & Found is full of lonely mittens, gloves, hats, sweatshirts 

& more! Please come and see if any of these items belong to your 

child(ren). All remaining items will be donated at the end of June.  
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School Council & Fundraising Guild 
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Casa dei Bambini, Preschool & Kindergarten 

Hooray for an excellent 2023-2024 school year in the Casa 

dei Bamini classrooms!  It has been a wonderful journey filled 

with exploration, discovery, incredible growth for our stu-

dents, and lots of fun.   

We welcome June with gratitude and joy as we plan many 

exciting and celebratory events.  We have so much to be 

proud of and grateful for.  In May, our Casa students pre-

sented their beautiful songs at the Spring Concert and 

showed great bravery and dedication in their performanc-

es.  We also had the opportunity to sing our songs to our 

Grand Buddies of the Grande Prairie Care Centre, spreading 

joy and community connection all the while.  We welcomed 

Painted Lady caterpillars to our classes in May. Our students 

have been very engaged as we’ve learned all about butter-

fly life cycles, the needs of living things, how caterpillars and 

butterflies move in our world, how to be stewards of the nat-

ural world, and how to closely observe and document the 

changes in our insect guests.  We cannot wait to witness the 

caterpillars’ transformation into butterflies, and to release 

them back into nature!  At the end of May, Casa students 

had the chance to visit another community organization – 

The Centre for Creative Arts.  It was so fun to get to work in a 

studio to create our mixed media masterpieces.   

Coming up in June, we are looking forward to visiting the 

Lion’s Park Splash Park, and spending lots of time outdoors 

all around!  We hope to visit our community orchard down 

the road and use our observation skills in nature to see what 

we can discover.   As there are bound to be lots of outdoor 

experiences this month, please be sure to send your child to 

school in closed toe outdoor shoes so that they can run take 

part in the fun!  Sun hats, sunglasses, and water bottles are 

also good accessories to send along this time of year.   

We hope everyone has a lovely June, and a safe and joyful 

summer!  

 -Miss Amber and Miss Laura 
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Lower Elementary, Gr. 1, 2, 3 
Hello from the ELMO123 Team! 

This year has flown by. It is hard to believe that it is 

already June. It has been amazing to watch all 

the students grow over the past year. We are 

looking forward to spending the last few weeks 

with the students. We have many exciting learn-

ing opportunities coming up! 

As part of our Science unit on how plants and 

animals grow, each ELMO 1,2,3 class has re-

ceived an army of caterpillars. This will provide 

students with the opportunity to witness a life cy-

cle firsthand as the caterpillars grow, create their 

chrysalises, and become butterflies. We will then 

release them back into our school environment 

so that they can continue the lifecycle.   

As part of our Social Studies curriculum, we made 

a visit to the Stompede. This introduced students 

to local traditions and activities. During this field 

trip, students participated in “Classroom in the 

Dirt”. This program included activities such as rop-

ing, wagon rides, mini pony demonstration, trick 

riding demonstration, Animal Care program and 

the famous Ricky Ticky also joined us for some en-

tertainment and knowledge. 

We have also been very fortunate to continue 

our Grand Buddies program. Some of our ELMO 

1,2,3 classes visited the Care Center in May, and 

the remaining classes have their visits scheduled 

for June. This program provides the students with 

the chance to visit with our Grand Buddies while 

completing crafts and singing songs. Please 

check communication from your child’s teacher 

with information about future visits.  

The weather is getting warmer, and we are trying 

to spend more time outside. Please ensure that 

your students are wearing sunglasses and hats to 

protect them from the sun. They can also bring 

sunscreen to put on before gym and recess. If 

they are wearing sandals or Crocs, please make 

sure that they pack an extra pair of running shoes 

to change into for gym. 

 
-Miss Jen, Miss Jennifer, Mr. Josh,  

Miss Julianne, & Miss Melissa 
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Upper Elementary, Gr. 4, 5, 6 
Greetings from the Upper ELMO team! It’s so hard to 

believe that May is already over, and we are into our 

final month of the school year.  

The track meet at the end of May was a huge high-

light with fantastic participation from our Grade 5 and 

6 students. They showed great sportsmanship and pos-

itive Parkside pride!  

In Math, students continued to expand their geometry 

understanding as they explored measurement con-

cepts. Determining both perimeter and area are main 

skills for Grade 4 and 5; with Grade 6 determining vol-

ume as well. While the older students attended the 

track meet, Grade 4 was inspired by our recent Play-

ground Opening Ceremony to design and label the 

perimeter and area of their own playground design.  

In Language, students continue to deepen accuracy 

and comprehension skills in reading as we fit in a few 

more reading groups and book studies to finish the 

school year. With a connection to cultural storytelling, 

many students created their own 'pourquoi tale' - a 

piece of writing that can creatively explain the reason 

why something is the way it is. Going through the writ-

ing process takes time and requires stamina to plan, 

draft, edit, revise and publish one piece.   

In Music, students performed three ukulele pieces at 

the Spring concert and have moved onto percussion. 

We were so fortunate to borrow authentic Indigenous 

drums from Elder Theresa and learn a welcome song 

that our school's Cree Club performed at the Play-

ground Opening Ceremony. We will continue to try 

other percussion activities including bucket drumming 

and Orff instruments.  

In Art, students learned about using perspective to 

add depth to their drawings.  They also enjoyed learn-

ing about how math concepts such as tessellation 

and symmetry are used to create beautiful art. 

In Grade 4 Science, students have begun a Space 

flip book, which is a fun way to deepen their under-

standing of several aspects of space, including how 

we view space, the vastness of the universe, con-

stellations, and the how stars are used in naviga-

tion. In Grade 4 Social Studies, students have com-

pleted their “Stories and Histories” mini-book and 

will be beginning our final unit which is “Alberta: 

Celebrations and Challenges”. 

In Grade 5 Science, students shared their amazingly 

creative and informational body system projects 

and explore Coding concepts. In Grade 5 Social 

Studies, students have begun to explore the major 

events from the time of Canadian Confederation 

until present day. In Grade 6, students enjoyed a 

special Science field trip, Walk Through the Forest, 

to a local forestry area where they learned all 

about local forests and eco systems.  Students are 

especially enjoying learning how drones assist in 

forestry and fire fighting efforts.  For Social Studies, 

Grade 6 students learned about local government 

and worked on reviewing for the upcoming Provin-

cial Achievement Test. 

We have a lot on the go to end the year, so please 

do not hesitate to reach out if you have any ques-

tions about classroom activities & assignments.  It’s 

going to be a wonderful June! 

 -Miss Desiree, Miss Jackie, & Miss Stefanie 
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As you may already know, the CDCP is a federal-
ly delivered plan that is being rolled out across 
all provinces and territories. Applications are 
being accepted in phases, starting with seniors. 
Persons with a valid Disability Tax Credit cer-
tificate and children under 18 will be able to 
apply online beginning June 1, 2024. All re-
maining eligible Canadian residents can apply 
in 2025. 
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Parkside Montessori 

Corrine Shmyruk, Principal 

Terra Shewchuk, Vice Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

9617 91A avenue 

Grande Prairie, AB 

T8V 0G7 

Phone: 780-532-7429 

Email:  

Parkside.montessori@gppsd.ab.ca 

Facebook: 

@ParksideMontessori 

Visit our school page:  

www.gppsd.ab.ca/school/parksidemontessori 

Click HERE to view the full edition of the Caregiver Education Team Newsletter.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16biyiKLaRNHRBbxLfNE3W2_5IyglRN67/view

